MelanOma
Research Alliance
Q ANNUAL REPORT

2023-2024

I ,

Melanoma Research




MelanOma

Research Alliance

Letter from the Chair and CEO .........coovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 03
By the Numbers: Melanoma Research in Action ...........ccccccveeeeeiinnns 04
A Timeline of Innovation: 16 Years of Treatment Breakthroughs ....... 05
ARTICLES

Immunotherapy Landscape: How Melanoma Research

IS Leading the Way ........vvviiiiiiiiiii e 06
In Honor of Dr. Jeffrey S. Weber: 1952-2024 ..........ccccoovivmviiniiininnnnns 09
A New Dawn for Melanoma Treatment: The Promise of

Neoadjuvant TREIADY........iiiiiiiie et 10
A Gut Feeling: Research on the Microbiome and Melanoma............ 12
RARE Melanomas: A New Frontier in Melanoma Research............... 14

Wall Street Takes a Stand Against Melanoma:
LFFM Raises Record-Breaking $4 Million...........cccccvevviviiiiecieiiennn 17

2023 MRA AWARDS

Young INvestigator AWardS ...........eevveveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee 20
POt AWAIAEES. ... . e 20
Team SCIEBNCE AWAIT ... ..vviviiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieeee ettt 21
Dermatology Career Development AWward ............ccccoovvvvimmiiineininnnnns 22
Tribute & MEMOKIAIS ...vvvi e 24
FINMANCES e e 26
Do) alo] gl mT=ToTole] 111]o] o P PPT 28

THE PEOPLE OF MRA

Board Of DIrECIOIS ... 37
IMIBA TEAIM ... 36
Melanoma > Exchange Community Leaders.........ccoovvvvviivininininnnnns 36
MRA Scientific AQVISOry Panel ..........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns 39
MRA Medical AdVisory Panel ..........cooooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciieeeee e, 40
MRA Dermatology COUNGIl..........uuuieiiiiiiiiiiivinieanes 42
Grant Review COMMITEEE. .......vvvii i 43
RARE Registry Oversight COmmIttee ..........ccccvvvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinns 46
MRA Leadership COUNGIl .........ooiiiiiiiiiieee et 46

As the largest non-profit global funder of melanoma

research, MRA has dedicated over $160 million to T
date in support of the fight against melanoma.

Learn more at curemelanoma.org


http://www.curemelanoma.org

Letter from the Chair & CEO

Driven by our audacious goal to end suffering and death due to melanoma, the
Melanoma Research Alliance has been boldly leading scientific discoveries that
translate into improved patient outcomes and renewed hope since 2007. MRA has a
demonstrable bias for action and advocacy:

* Empowering the world’s brightest scientists whose imaginations and discoveries
challenge standards of care;

+ Directly investing in transformational research — over $160 million to date;
* Inspiring patient participation in research and advocacy;

* Educating audiences through leading-edge, peer reviewed resources and
authentic storytelling.
DEBRA BLACK
Today, through help from our global collective of supporters and partners, MRA Chair & Co-Founder
has contributed to 17 game-changing FDA approved therapeutic approaches. This
translates into expanded options and improved outcomes for melanoma patients and
the entire field of oncology.

Our work is not done, however, and we remain steadfast in our effort to tackle the key
priority areas necessary to inch closer to our goal:

 Dive deeper into rare melanoma subtypes to better understand unique
characteristics and how to exploit vulnerabilities;

* Invest in research that explores the biology, mechanics, and ultimately treatment
of brain metastasis and central nervous system metastasis;

* Overcome resistance barriers of the existing melanoma treatment arsenal;

* Harness the full power of Al to synthesize patient reported sentiment with MARC HURLBERT, PHD
clinical data for predictive and preventative applications; Chief Executive Officer

* Enhance education and awareness communications especially in prevention,
attitude, and behavior.

MRA is deeply grateful for our dedicated patient advocate and caregiver community,
researcher and clinician collaborators, industry and corporate partners, government
allies, and our incredibly generous donors — all of whom help accelerate discoveries
and push us closer towards our goals. As we’ve seen in years past, through
collaboration and determination, today’s impossible will be tomorrow’s breakthrough.

We will continue to power progress together.

Sincerely,
DEBRA BLACK MARC HURLBERT, PHD

Chair and Co-Founder Chief Executive Officer



BY THE NUMBERS

Melanoma Research in Action
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million in grants funded investigators research projects supported
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million in leveraged donors people have used MRA’s clinical trial
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A TIMELINE OF INNOVATION

16 Years of Treatment Breakthroughs
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MRA'’s funded researchers
have been at the forefront

of revolutionizing our
understanding of melanoma,
improving outcomes and
treatment options for patients.




MOVING RESEARCH FORWARD

Immunotherapy Landscape

How Melanoma Research is Leading the Way

“In the early days we were a fringe group in a small side
room at conferences, but now cancer immunotherapy
is center stage and has become a standard of care,” says
Dr. Suzanne L. Topalian, Bloomberg-Kimmel Professor
of Cancer Immunotherapy, Professor of Surgery and

Oncology, Director of the Melanoma/Skin Cancer Program,

and Associate Director of the Bloomberg-Kimmel Institute
for Cancer Immunotherapy at Johns Hopkins University
School of Medicine. Dr. Topalian serves as the chair of the
MRA's Scientific Advisory Panel and is a member of MRA’s
Board of Directors.

Immunotherapy is treatment that stimulates a person’s
immune system to detect and attack cancer cells. Topalian
refers to it as the fourth pillar of oncology. “After surgery,
radiation therapy, and chemotherapy, which are the

“... Immunotheraphy is now

center stage and has become

the standard of care.”

Dr. Suzanne L. Topalian

traditional pillars of oncology, there’s now immunotherapy,”
she says. She credits melanoma research with being at the
forefront of leading developments in this field and the MRA
for being an early investor in this work.

Dr. Topalian says immunotherapy falls into two broad
categories: active and passive.

Active immunotherapy requires the patient’s immune system
to be engaged to do something. This includes cytokines,
meaning treatment composed of substances secreted

by immune cells that act on other cells. For example,
interleukin-2 activates the immune cells and prompts them
to recognize and destroy cancer cells. Other examples
include immune checkpoint inhibitors, such as anti-CTLA-4
and anti-PD-1, which are large proteins (antibodies) that
bind to immune cells and turn them on to fight cancer cells.



“What’s exciting to me is that
the cure lies within us. We just

need a little extra assistance

sometimes to get there.”
Dr. Michael A. Postow

And, of course, there are vaccines, including mRNA vaccines
that instruct cells to produce tumor-associated protein
antigens, triggering an immune response that spreads
throughout the body.

Passive immunotherapy suggests everything is provided

in the drug or treatment, so the patient’s immune system
doesn’t need to do much at all. An example would be
adoptive cell therapy. Cell therapy, including tumor
infiltrating lymphocytes (TIL) approved by the FDA in
February 2024 to treat advanced melanoma, involves
infusing cells activated in the laboratory back into patients
to mediate tumor regression.

“It’s incredible what we’re able to do today,” says Postow.

“We are now capable of molecularly engineering drugs and
cells to make them more effective. Technology has advanced
so rapidly along with our knowledge of underlying biology
that it makes it possible to do things today that we couldn’t
even dream of previously.”

Indeed, there is a lot of research taking place in the field

of immunotherapy. There are different combinations of
immunotherapies being explored and approaches to improve
their effectiveness. Determining whether shorter courses

of different combinations can be administered that are
effective and have the potential to reduce side effects and

toxicities associated with certain immune therapies is an
area of active research. Molecular studies using state of
the art technologies are areas of active investigation to
help ascertain why certain tumors are more responsive to
different types of immune therapies and how to stimulate
less responsive tumors.

For example, Dr. Topalian is working to discover
biomarkers to identify which patients are most likely to
respond well to treatment. This includes manipulating
immune checkpoints, such as PD-1 in cancer therapy, and
discovering biomarkers predicting clinical outcomes.

Dr. Postow is also assessing immunotherapy and patient
response to treatment but specifically in the neoadjuvant
therapy setting. Neoadjuvant therapy is treatment before
surgical resection of high-risk melanoma. “One thing that
the MRA is helping us figure out is, ‘How much immune
therapy is needed prior to surgically removing high-risk
melanoma?’ So we’re running a study testing one-dose

of nivolumab combined with ipilimumab (two different
immune checkpoint inhibitors) prior to surgery instead
of the two doses that are usually given.” Dr. Postow’s
study is the first to assess one dose of this combination
as neoadjuvant treatment and is seeking to define the
efficacy and safety of this approach.



Dr. Postow’s project is supported by an MRA Established
Investigator Academic Industry Partnership Award. Dr.
Postow, leading the work, is partnering with a company to
develop an emerging technology that enables visualization
of certain immune cells, called CD8 T cells, which are
important soldiers that seek and kill the tumor. Since prior
research suggests that good responses to neoadjuvant
nivolumab + ipilimumab are dependent upon the quantity
of CD8 T cells, the degree of CDS8 cells visible by imaging
is expected to be related to outcomes at the time of
surgery. Through this imaging technology known as a

CDS8 PET Tracer, Postow and his team will be able to view
the CD8 cells before surgery and during treatment and
correlate the response — or resistance — to a single dose
of immunotherapy treatment. This will ultimately enable
the clinical team to adjust treatment if necessary or use
only one dose of treatment if it’s been successful and spare
patients from receiving a second dose of neoadjuvant
therapy which could cause additional toxicity.

The Work Isn’t Over Yet

“Before MRA, if a patient with melanoma had stage 4
disease, about 5% of them were expected to survive for 3
years,” says Topalian. “Today, that same group of patients
can expect a 50% survival of 5 years or beyond. So that’s
where research brought us since MRA was founded.”

But Topalian underscores that not all melanoma patients
are benefiting from the latest immunotherapy options.

In fact, 50% of patients are not benefiting or are having
disease relapses. It’s this group that Topalian and Postow
are working so hard to help, and who will benefit most from
what their research seeks to answer, such as:

* How can we predict who is likely to respond to
treatment?

* What are the potential causes of treatment failure?

* How do we adjust treatment options to become more
effective?

* How do we mitigate the side effects of treatment?

Postow’s dream is that “One day I could sit down with my
patients and say here’s what we know about you. Here’s
exactly how we’re going to boost your immune system

to take care of your cancer and put you into long-term
remission. I could tell patients exactly what’s going on

and what’s working or not working. And if something isn’t
working, I know right away and can change what we’re doing.
We’re not there yet but that’s where we’d like to be one day.”

With the help of MRA funding and continued advancements
in research, dreams like Postow’s may not be too far in the
future. After all, it wasn’t that long ago that immunotherapy
was relegated to the experimental side of oncology and now
it’s become center stage.



In Honor of Dr. Jeffrey S. Weber 1952-2024

This year, the melanoma community lost a true
pioneer in the field of cancer immunotherapy and
an extraordinary leader in melanoma research. Dr.
Jeftrey Weber’s contributions have forever changed
the landscape of melanoma treatment, bringing
groundbreaking advances from the lab into clinical
practice and offering hope to countless patients.

Dr. Weber’s distinguished career was marked by
decades of dedication to harnessing the power of the
immune system to fight cancer. He was a visionary
who played an instrumental role in the development
of checkpoint inhibitors, TIL therapy, and other
immunotherapy treatments that have revolutionized
the way we approach melanoma and other cancers.
His leadership at NYU Langone’s Perlmutter Cancer
Center, and previously at H. Lee Moffitt Cancer
Center and USC’s Norris Comprehensive Cancer
Center, demonstrated his commitment to pushing
the boundaries of scientific discovery and clinical
excellence. Regardless of the scientific research he
was leading, his uncompromising, patient-first focus
and commitment to supporting the next generation
of researchers may be the qualities for which he is
most remembered.

Dr. Weber enriched MRA’s scientific expertise through
his distinguished service on MRA’s Grant Review
Committee and Medical Advisory Panel. He fostered
collaborative partnerships between basic scientists,
clinicians, and translational researchers and will
continue to inspire the next generation of cancer
researchers.

After winning the 2016 Giants of Cancer Care® award
in Melanoma, Dr. Weber said,

“Without clinical trials, there will be no
cures. Someday we will be curing a large
proportion of people with melanoma ...
It may be in my lifetime, or it may not;
what’s important is that it will be cured,
as long as good people continue to be
involved in clinical trials.”

The Melanoma Research Alliance is dedicated to
ensuring Dr. Weber’s passion and legacy live on and
live strong through the innovative research that we
continue to support.
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6/ ADVANCING NEW THERAPIES

A New Dawn for Melanoma Treatment
The Promise of Neoadjuvant Therapy

Melanoma has been a formidable adversary for medical
researchers and clinicians. However, a groundbreaking
approach known as neoadjuvant therapy is offering hope for
a more promising future. This innovative treatment regimen
involves administering therapy before surgery, aiming to
shrink the tumor and enhance the immune system’s ability
to fight cancer cells.

Dr. Sapna Patel, a renowned expert in melanoma and
neoadjuvant therapy and Endowed Chair in Cancer Research,
Professor of Medicine and Ophthamology and Director

of the Cutaneous Oncology Program at the University

of Colorado, sheds light on this approach. “Neoadjuvant
therapy is like a preemptive strike against the cancer,” she
explains. "By treating the tumor before surgery, we can
assess its response to therapy and potentially tailor the
treatment plan accordingly.”

One of the most significant advantages of neoadjuvant
therapy is its ability to provide valuable information
about the tumor’s behavior. “By observing how the tumor
responds to treatment before surgery, we can gain insights
into its aggressiveness and potential vulnerabilities,” Patel
notes. This knowledge can help clinicians make more
informed decisions about the most effective postoperative
treatment.

For example, neoadjuvant therapy shows how effective

treatment is and how much treatment was needed to shrink
the tumor. If treatment wasn’t as effective, then the clinical
team can quickly assess and try alternate treatment options.

While neoadjuvant therapy holds great promise, it’s

not without its challenges. One potential drawback is
the risk of the tumor spreading during the treatment
period. However, Patel emphasizes, “In many cases, the
potential advantages of neoadjuvant therapy, such as
improved outcomes and reduced surgery, far surpass the

risks,” she says. The thinking is that using immunotherapy
when cancer is still present (in the neoadjuvant setting),
can train the immune system to better identify cancer cells.
As such, when the tumor is removed, the stimulated and
primed immune system can hunt down any microscopic
cancer remnants that may still remain and be prepared in
the instance that the melanoma returns.

Another area of ongoing research is the optimal timing and
duration of neoadjuvant therapy. Clinicians are exploring
the most effective treatment regimens and determining how
long to administer therapy before surgery. “The goal is to
strike the right balance between maximizing the benefits of
neoadjuvant therapy and minimizing risks,” Patel explains.

The work that MRA is funding is helping researchers like
Patel better answer these questions. It’s also helping Patel
and her group to develop biomarkers that determine if
patients have developed memory T-cells that can specifically
recognize melanoma. Memory T-cells are types of immune
cells that remain long after an exposure to cancer antigens
and are able to respond quickly when exposed to the same
antigen if the cancer comes back, having the potential to kill
the new tumor.

The field of neoadjuvant therapy for melanoma is rapidly
evolving, with researchers making significant strides

in understanding its mechanisms and optimizing its
application. It is being compared to approved adjuvant
therapy, treatment after surgical removal of cancer. Patel
led a recent study, the SWOG S1801 phase II trial
demonstrating that neoadjuvant immunotherapy followed
with adjuvant immunotherapy after surgery had a superior
event-free survival compared to just treating with adjuvant
immunotherapy alone post-operatively. Another large,
randomized study known as NADINA phase III trial using
neoadjuvant combination immunotherapy followed by
surgery and adjuvant therapy administered based on the



response to neoadjuvant treatment, resulted in longer
event-free survival than surgery followed only by adjuvant
immunotherapy. Both studies were shared at large
international forums and have garnered significant attention,
further highlighting the important role that melanoma
research is playing in the cancer field and advancing
neoadjuvant therapy potentially as the new standard of care.

“As these two studies mature over the next few years, we
will hopefully shed some light on the role of what you need
to do at the surgical level and post-operatively if you’ve
received neoadjuvant immunotherapy,” says Patel. “For
example, “Can we minimize the surgery? If you’re having
such a strong response to neoadjuvant therapy, do you need
the big surgery or can you have a more minimal surgery?

Can you omit the surgery? Maybe people can have complete
eradication of their tumor with neoadjuvant therapy

alone. And if you’re really able to drop adjuvant therapy or
minimize it, will there be shorter durations of treatment
overall?”

As Patel notes, “The future of melanoma treatment is
promising, and neoadjuvant therapy is playing a pivotal role
in shaping that future.” By providing valuable insights into
tumor behavior and offering the potential for improved
outcomes, this innovative approach is paving the way for

a more effective and personalized treatment paradigm. As
researchers continue to explore the possibilities of
neoadjuvant therapy, patients with melanoma have more
options available to them than ever before.

“The future of melanoma
treatment is promising,
and neoadjuvant therapy
is playing a pivotal role in
shaping that future.”

Dr. Sapna Patel
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A Gut Feeling

e/ INVESTING IN INNOVATION

Research on the Microbiome and Melanoma

Dr. Jennifer McQuade’s journey into oncology was far from
traditional. Inspired by her mother’s battle with cancer,
McQuade pursued a career in medicine, but her path took a
unique turn when she delved into the world of Chinese and
Eastern medicine. This unconventional approach, combined
with her deep understanding of Western medicine, has
shaped her unique perspective on cancer treatment and
made her a pioneer in the field of integrated medicine,
combining Western medical practices with Eastern healing
techniques.

Today, McQuade is an associate professor and physician
scientist of Melanoma Medical Oncology at MD Anderson
Cancer Center. Her research focuses on the microbiome,
the vast community of microorganisms that inhabit our
bodies. This often-overlooked aspect of health is gaining
increasing attention for its potential impact on various
diseases, including melanoma. McQuade’s work, supported
by an American Society for Clinical Oncology (ASCO)
Career Development Award as well as her work as a Young
Investigator on a Melanoma Research Alliance Team Science
Award, has revealed intriguing connections between the
microbiome and melanoma outcomes, offering hope for new
therapeutic strategies.

“The microbiome is like a hidden organ within us, influencing
our overall health,” McQuade explains. “My research has
shown that specific microbial signatures can predict how
well patients respond to immunotherapy for melanoma.”

McQuade’s interest in the microbiome stemmed from her
observations that patients with obesity often had better
outcomes with melanoma treatment, which appeared to be
related to fiber consumption. She began exploring the role of
diet and lifestyle factors in influencing the microbiome and,
in turn, cancer progression.

Through rigorous studies, she discovered that certain
types of bacteria in the gut are associated with a better

response to immunotherapy, a powerful treatment for
melanoma. These bacteria, known as fiber-digesting
bacteria, are more prevalent in individuals who consume

a high-fiber diet. “Our research has demonstrated that by
modifying the microbiome through dietary interventions,
we can potentially improve treatment outcomes for
melanoma patients,” McQuade says. “This opens up
exciting possibilities for personalized medicine and targeted
therapies.”

McQuade’s current research involves managing the amount
of fiber and food consumed over the course of the study and
assessing its impact on treatment response. MRA has played
a crucial role in supporting this work. The MRA’s funding
has enabled McQuade to conduct large-scale studies and
delve deeper into the complex relationship between the
microbiome and melanoma.

“The MRA’s commitment to funding innovative research
has been instrumental in advancing our understanding
of melanoma and exploring new therapeutic avenues,”
McQuade says. “Their support has allowed us to make
significant strides in this field and really opened up a
completely new area of investigation.”

In January of 2024, McQuade, MRA staff and colleagues
published a perspective article “Melanoma and microbiota:
Current understanding and future directions” summarizing

the field’s current knowledge on how the gut microbiota
affects melanoma response to immunotherapy, and how this
knowledge can be used to improve patient outcomes, in the
journal Cancer Cell.

The article is based on a March 2023 workshop jointly
convened by the Melanoma Research Alliance and the
Seerave Foundation following MRA’s Annual Scientific
Retreat. The workshop brought together experts in
microbiology, immunology, computational biology, and
oncology to explore the current state of the field, identify



unanswered questions, and to explore how to move the field
forward.

The review concludes that the gut microbiota is a promising
target to improve the efficacy and safety of immunotherapy
for patients with melanoma, and that more research is
needed to unravel the complex relationship between patient,
microbiota, and immunotherapy response and to translate
these findings into clinical practice.

As McQuade’s research continues to unfold, the
implications for melanoma treatment are profound. By
understanding the microbiome’s role in cancer, researchers

may be able to develop targeted therapies that enhance the
effectiveness of existing treatments and improve outcomes
for patients.

McQuade’s work highlights the importance of integrated
medicine, which combines conventional and complementary
therapies to address the whole person. “By incorporating
lifestyle factors and complementary therapies into our
treatment plans, we can empower patients to take an active
role in their own care,” McQuade says. “The microbiome is
just one piece of the puzzle, but it offers a promising avenue
for improving outcomes and enhancing the overall quality of
life for melanoma patients.”

“[MRA’s] support has allowed us
to make significant strides in this
field and opened up a completely

new area of investigation.”

Dr. Jennifer McQuade
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RARE Melanomas

A New Frontier in Melanoma Research

For Boris Bastian, MD, PhD, curiosity and an unwillingness
to accept the status quo led to discoveries that have changed
the melanoma field as we know it. Early in his career, Bastian,
who is now the Gerson and Barbara Bakar Distinguished
Professor in Cancer Research and Professor of Dermatology
and Pathology at the University of California, San Francisco
(UCSF), compared patterns of genomic alterations to clinical
features and discovered a case that was very different from
the others. “There were very striking genomic differences,”
he says. The case turned out to be acral melanoma, a rare
melanoma sub-type diagnosed in approximately 2,000-3,000
people in the U.S. each year.

At the time, the dermatology and oncology fields classified
melanoma as a single disease. “Early on I realized that

this notion that melanoma is one disease was not correct.
Pathologists who tried to come up with classification
distinguishing different melanoma types, based on where on
the body they arose, how much sun the skin got, and how they

O.: RARE where you lead
Lo melanoma research

/g/ /H{/¥/ EMPOWERING PATIENTS

Shedding Light on Rare Melanomas
The MRA RARE Registry Makes Strides

The RARE Registry is enabling MRA to make significant
strides in understanding melanoma, specifically the two
rare melanoma subtypes, acral and mucosal melanoma.
While most melanomas develop on sun-exposed

skin, roughly 5,000 people are diagnosed with acral or
mucosal melanoma annually. Due to their location as
well as a lack of awareness among the general public,
dermatologists and other clinicians, these rare subtypes
are often detected later, leading to poorer prognoses.
Additionally, treatment options for these melanomas are
more limited compared to cutaneous melanoma (the
most common type of melanoma). The RARE Registry
seeks to bridge this gap in knowledge and address the
challenges faced by patients with acral and mucosal
melanomas.

The RARE Registry aims to:

» Gather critical data: Through surveys, patients
share their diagnosis journey, treatment history,
lifestyle factors, and quality of life experiences.

+ Empower patients: The registry provides
real-time, de-identified insights gleaned from
participants, fostering a sense of community and
engagement in research.

» Inform research: Researchers gain invaluable
insights into the unique biology and challenges
of rare melanomas, paving the way for more
effective treatments and better management of the
diseases.

+ Improve outcomes: By understanding these
aggressive subtypes, researchers can develop
different therapies and improve patient prognoses.



“The RARE registry is

a game-changer... By
understanding the unique
characteristics of these
diseases, we can develop
more targeted and effective
therapies.”

Dr. Vito Rebecca

looked clinically and microscopically were closer to the truth
than this unifying concept,” Bastian explains.

Through his research, Bastian has been able to definitively
show the genomic differences between the more common
cutaneous melanoma (believed to be caused by exposure
to ultraviolet, or UV, rays) and the three rare sub-types

of melanoma (acral, mucosal and uveal melanomas). Fast
forward and these early insights are now well accepted
within the field and Bastian is finishing up his involvement
in the classification of melanoma in the World Health
Organization’s (WHO) new edition of the Classification of
Cutaneous, Mucosal, and Uveal Melanoma Book.

Despite finding unique characteristics of rare melanomas,
much of how they work — and how to treat them — remains
unknown. To address this, MRA has invested almost $20M in
funding rare melanoma research, including two Team Science
Awards led by Bastian. MRA also launched the RARE Registry,
a direct-to-patient registry specifically focused on acral

and mucosal melanomas, which form in areas of the body
not typically exposed to sunlight (e.g., palms, soles, under
fingernails/toenails, mucosal linings of different tissues).

Addressing Racial Disparities in
Melanoma Outcomes

Studies have shown that individuals of color, particularly
those with acral melanoma, often experience poorer
prognoses compared to their non-Hispanic White
counterparts. “Racial disparities in melanoma outcomes are
a significant concern,” says Vito Rebecca, PhD. Rebecca is
an internationally known translational molecular biologist

with a specialization in acral melanoma, an MRA Young
Investigator Award recipient, a recent awardee of two grants
from the Department of Defense Melanoma Research
Program, as well as an Assistant Professor at Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health. “By focusing on rare
melanomas,” he says, “we can gain a better understanding
of the underlying biological factors that contribute to

these disparities and develop more equitable and precise
treatment approaches.”

Rebecca’s research is actively contributing to what we

know about rare melanoma subtypes. In February 2024, for
example, Rebecca published the first paper ever to document
how acral melanoma cells resist targeted therapy. “We

feel it’s a massive accomplishment, but it’s also a very sad
state of the field when this is the first paper to document a
resistance mechanism and it’s 2024,” says Rebecca.

Like Bastian, Rebecca serves as a Scientific Advisor for

the RARE Registry. He says, “The RARE Registry is a
game-changer. It allows us to gather crucial data from
patients with rare melanomas, which is essential for
advancing research and improving treatment options. By
understanding the unique characteristics of these diseases,
we can develop more targeted and effective therapies.”
And by unraveling the complexities of rare melanomas,

the Registry will also help to address racial disparities in
melanoma outcomes as we know it.

Early Success and Future Direction

As of October 2024, the RARE Registry has enrolled over
340 participants, exceeding expectations and becoming the

15



“Getting the word out
about the existence and
unique features of these
diseases is crucial.”

Dr. Boris Bastian

world’s largest registry for acral and mucosal melanoma.
This includes 172 with mucosal melanoma, 95 with acral
melanoma, and 73 with cutaneous melanoma (added in 2024
for broader data collection and comparisons to the more
common type of melanoma).

Bastian and Rebecca emphasize the importance of the RARE
Registry, which includes:

+ Improved Disease Classification: By studying the
unique features of rare melanomas, researchers can
refine disease classification, leading to more targeted
treatments.

* Enhanced Awareness: The registry raises awareness
about the existence and distinct characteristics of rare
melanomas, ensuring they are not overlooked.

* Fueling Research: The data collected will be a valuable
resource for researchers to develop better diagnostic
tools, treatment strategies, and ultimately, a cure for all
types of melanoma.

Parallel efforts are ongoing to establish a biorepository
collecting tumor and normal tissue samples from rare

melanoma patients. This critical step will allow researchers
to study more tissue samples and gain deeper insights into
these rare cancers. This is particularly important because
the rarity of these melanomas has traditionally interfered
with securing enough samples for any given research study.

The MRA is actively recruiting patients to participate in
the RARE Registry. Every participant plays a crucial role
in advancing research for these understudied melanoma
subtypes.

“Getting the word out about the existence and unique
features of these rare melanoma subtypes is crucial,” says
Bastian. “These efforts are so critical because they create
a forum for people to get together and counteract these
factors that otherwise impede progress.”

The Registry is a beacon of hope for patients with acral and
mucosal melanomas and researchers dedicated to finding a
cure for these devastating diseases. By empowering patients
and fostering collaboration, the Registry is paving the way
for a brighter future in melanoma research to study these
rare subtypes.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE RARE REGISTRY:

RareMelanoma.org


http://raremelanoma.org

Wall Street Takes a

Stand Against Melanoma

LFFM Raises Record-Breaking $4 Million

The fight against melanoma, the deadliest form of skin cancer,
received a major boost from the financial community this year.
The annual Leveraged Finance Fights Melanoma (LFFM)
event smashed fundraising records, pulling in an incredible $4
million. This outpouring of support from over 1,200 leaders in
leveraged finance and private equity, representing more than
100 firms, will directly benefit life-saving melanoma research.

Held at New York City’s Museum of Modern Art, the event
was a sell-out with a long waiting list, reflecting the growing
commitment of LFFM. Founded in 2011 by melanoma
survivors Jeffrey Rowbottom and Brendan Dillon, the event
has become a powerful force in the fight against cancer.

“I believe our industry understands the significant impact
our support of cutting-edge research can have,” said
Jeff Rowbottom, MRA Board member and LFFM co-
founder. “Events like LFFM give everyone impacted by
cancer — patients, survivors, and loved ones alike — hope that
researchers will have the resources they need to continue to
accelerate lifesaving research.”

Funding Innovation, Saving Lives

LFFM’s partnership with MRA has yielded remarkable results.
Over the past 10 years, LFFM has raised over $27 million,
funding 21 grants for cutting-edge melanoma research. This
research has led to breakthroughs in new treatments, clinical
trials, and improved detection and diagnosis technologies.

The impact goes beyond melanoma. Advances supported by
MRA have revolutionized cancer treatment as a whole. “The
melanoma community is leading the way for oncology as a
beacon of innovation and scientific excellence,” the event
noted. Since LFFM’s inception, 16 new melanoma treatments
have been FDA-approved, with benefits extending to over 30
other cancers. The result? A significant decline in melanoma
deaths compared to other cancers.

e/ BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS

Jeff Rowbottom — MRA Board of Directors & General Atlantic Credit

A Personal Connection

The impact of LFFM is more than statistics. MRA Board
member Ian Schuman, diagnosed with Stage 4 melanoma
in 2018, is a testament to the event’s power. Thanks to
connections with MRA-funded researchers, Ian received
successful treatment. His experience led him to become
deeply involved in melanoma research and MRA, calling
LFFM the “Ultimate Power Networking with Purpose
Event.” Today, Ian is a co-chair of the event, highlighting
the personal connection many have to the fight against
melanoma.

While incredible progress has been made, with late-stage
melanoma survival increasing from 5% to 50%, there’s

still work to do. Nearly half of advanced-stage melanoma
patients still don’t benefit from the latest treatments. Events
like LFFM are crucial to ensure continued research and
advancement. With Wall Street’s continued support, the
fight against melanoma can reach even greater heights.
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“Events like LFFM give
everyone impacted by
cancer — patients, survivors,
and loved ones alike — hope
that researchers will have
the resources they need

to continue to accelerate
lifesaving research.” Q
L to R: Jeff Rowbottom, Michael Milken,

lan Schuman — MRA Board of Directors

Jeff Rowbottom, Co-Founder LFFM

Debra Black — MRA Board Chair
and Co-founder and Steve Brody —
MRA Leadership Council

LEARN MORE ABOUT LFFM
curemelanoma.org/get-involved-2/events/leveraged-finance-fights-melanoma

DONATE TODAY: give.CureMelanoma.org



http://www.curemelanoma.org/get-involved-2/events/leveraged-finance-fights-melanoma
http://give.curemelanoma.org

2024 MRA Awards

A searchable database of all MRA grants is available at
CureMelanoma.org/Grants



http://www.CureMelanoma.org/Grants

MRA GRANT AWARDS
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Young Investigator Awardees

The MRA Young Investigator Awards empower the next
generation of early career researchers. In addition to funding
bold new ideas, MRA’s Young Investigator Award program is
also a training ground for researchers through the interaction
with a senior melanoma investigator serving as a mentor as
they prepare for the future of their science careers.

Delineating T-cell migratory patterns in
immunotherapy-treated melanoma
Ressler-Sokoloff - MRA Young Investigator Award

Katie Campbell, PhD, The Regents of the University of
California, Los Angeles

The role of aging in immune-regulated
reactivation from metastatic melanoma

Merck - MRA Young Investigator Award

Mitchell Fane, PhD, The Research Institute of Fox Chase
Cancer Center

Elucidating metabolic modulators to enhance
Treg-TME melanoma immunotherapy

Jill & Jay Bernstein — MRA Young Investigator Award

Ariella Glasner, PhD, Technion Israel Institute of Technology

Overcoming resistance to immune checkpoint
blockade therapy with PSGL-1

Bristol Myers Squibb — MRA Young Investigator Award
Jennifer Hope, PhD, Drexel University

Spatial vascular patterns and immune exclusion
mechanisms in melanoma

Wayne Stinchcomb Big Orange Foundation — MRA Young
Investigator Award

Minah Kim, PhD, Columbia University Irving Medical Center

Targeting suppressive macrophages to overcome
resistance to immunotherapy

The Pelletier Family Foundation — MRA Young Investigator Award
Brian Miller, MD, PhD, The University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill

Harnessing tissue-resident lymphocytes as a
melanoma biomarker

LFFM Michael Milken Young Investigator Award

Joshua Moreau, PhD, Oregon Health & Science University -
OHSU

L to R: Nico Starink — MRA, Heman Bekele — TIME’s 2024 Kid of the Year, and
Vito Rebecca, PhD — Johns Hopkins Medicine

Tumor-reactive T cells to treat melanoma
leptomeningeal disease

Leveraged Finance Fights Melanoma (LFFM) — MRA Young
Investigator Award

Yolanda Pina, MD, H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center & Research
Institute, Inc

Harnessing the tumor immune microenvironment
of brain metastases

ASTRO - MRA Young Investigator Award in Radiation Oncology
Lisa Sudmeier, MD, PhD, Emory University

Targeting BRAF mutated melanoma with
CD4+ T cells

Kline Hill - MRA Young Investigator Award

Joshua Veatch, MD, PhD, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center

Pilot Awardees

The MRA Pilot Awards provide early support for conceptually
novel, exploratory, high risk, and high impact projects with
the potential to change the face of melanoma research and
treatments.

A hyperactive heterodimeric histone methyl
transferase in melanoma

MRA Pilot Award

Bassem Al-Sady, PhD, The Regents of the University of
California, San Francisco



Targeting YAP1-TEAD in acral melanoma

The Black Family — MRA Pilot Award
Andrew Aplin, PhD, Thomas Jefferson University

Recombinant modified vaccinia virus Ankara for
acral melanoma immunotherapy

The Black Family - MRA Pilot Award

Liang Deng, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center (MSK)

Harnessing pDC-derived exosomes for enhanced
melanoma immunotherapy

unWINE’d at Del Webb Riverlights — MRA Pilot Award

Aimin Jiang, PhD, Henry Ford Health System

CARKines: A path towards the next generation of
T cell therapies

Ressler-Sokoloff — MRA Uveal Melanoma Pilot Award

Cristina Puig Saus, PhD, The Regents of the University of
California, Los Angeles

“Piloting” cellular therapy in uveal melanoma
with Lifileucel

ACIS - MRA Pilot Award in Uveal Melanoma

Alexander Shoushtari, MD, Sloan-Kettering Institute for
Cancer Research

Immunotherapeutic cytokine/antibody fusion
protein to treat acral melanoma

The Black Family - MRA Pilot Award

Jamie Spangler, PhD, Johns Hopkins University School of
Medicine

A molecular driver of exceptional response to
immune checkpoint treatments

Leveraged Finance Fights Melanoma (LFFM) — MRA Pilot Award

Hans Widlund, PhD, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Inc.

Team Science Award

The MRA Team Science Awards utilize a multidisciplinary
team science approach to foster collaborative research

projects with the potential of rapid advancement to the clinic.
This award also requires the inclusion of a Young Investigator

to participate on the research team and interact with a
melanoma mentor.

Molecular alterations and therapeutics for high-
risk uveal melanoma

MRA Team Science Award

Anne Bowcock, PhD, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

Characterize antigen-presenting astrocytes to
inhibit melanoma brain metastasis

The Jane and Daniel Och Family Foundation —

MRA Team Science Award

Neta Erez, PhD, Tel Aviv University

Enabling Al for early detection of melanoma in
smartphone images

Anna-Maria & Stephen Kellen Foundation —

MRA Team Science Award

Allan Halpern, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center (MSK)

Interrogating the role of CD27-CD8+ T cells in
immunotherapy responses

MRA Team Science Award

Frank Hodi, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

Dissecting neural-like cell states in melanoma
brain metastasis

Tara Miller Melanoma Foundation — MRA Team Science Award
Benjamin Izar, MD, PhD, Columbia University Irving
Medical Center

Studying acral & mucosal melanoma’s cellular
networks & immune resistance

MRA Team Science Award generously supported by

the Black Family

Matthew Krummel, PhD, The Regents of the University of
California, San Francisco

Marc Hurlbert, PhD — MRA and Collin Costello, MD — Mayo Clinic
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Organoid modeling of melanoma checkpoint
inhibitor response and resistance

Leveraged Finance Fights Melanoma (LFFM) — MRA Team
Science Award

Calvin Kuo, MD, PhD, The Board of Trustees of the Leland
Stanford Junior University

A molecular glue to degrade tumor-surface PD-
L1 and improve therapies

Ressler-Sokoloff - MRA Team Science Award

Roger Lo, MD, PhD, The Regents of the University of
California, Los Angeles

Optimizing the immune mediated-destruction
of NRAS mutant melanoma

Mary Jo and Brian Rogers — MRA Team Science Award
Keiran Smalley, PhD, H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center &
Research Institute, Inc

Targeting CTLA-4 to optimize the management
of melanoma brain metastasis

Leveraged Finance Fights Melanoma (LFFM) -

MRA Team Science Award

Ryan Sullivan, MD, Massachusetts General Hospital
(Mass General)

(L to R): Neal Rosen, MD, PhD, Charlotte Ariyan, MD, PhD, Danielle Bello, MD, &
Veronica Rotemberg, MD, PhD — Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Dermatology Career
Development Award

The MRA Dermatology Career Development Award
supports early career scientists interested in the
prevention, detection, diagnosis, and early intervention of
melanoma.

The role of the microbiome and treatment
response in rare melanoma subtypes

L’Oreal Dermatological Beauty Division — MRA Dermatology
Career Development Award

Florentia Dimitriou, MD, PhD, University of Texas M.D.
Anderson Cancer Center

Deep learning pathology image analysis of
neoadjuvant treated melanoma

Anna-Maria & Stephen Kellen Foundation — MRA Dermatology
Career Development Award

Nigel Maher, PhD, Melanoma Institute Australia

Patrick Hwu, MD — Moffitt Cancer
Center and Meenhard Herlyn, DVM —
The Wistar Institute
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Tributes & Memorials

Memorial Gifts

Diane Abis

Bambi Adams

Hope Adler

Paul Adler

Gene Albritton

Sally Allen

Kristin Ambrose Potter
Jerry Anderson
Shelli Lynn Anderson
Joe Baber

Marie Baker

Dan Barnes

Rick Barrett-Cuetara
Thomas Battle
Daniel Bauks
Richard Beiley

Ed Benson

Susan Berkey

Sue Bingham

Tom Binzer
Matthew Biocca

Al Blackburn

Rick Boden

Barbara Bodrau
John A. Bohm
PierAntonio Bonassi
David Boogaerts
Reverend Wayne Brady
Lynn Bramble
Darlene Breen

Betty Briggs

Keith Britt

John Brockway
Roger Brown
Thomas Brown
Anthony Burrell

The Hon. Harry R. Buscio

David Butler

Brady Button
Jeffrey Allan Butzen
John Callan

Walter Cehanowicz
Alexandria Chesher
Michael Clark
Collette Clausen
Rusty Cline

Calliopi Coffey

Melissa Sue Condeni-Jackson
Wayne Connors

Hope Cooper-Adler
Nancy Coppolino
Richard Copsey

Steve Costello
Tennille Creekmore
Kathleen Cunningham
Linda Cymet Leshin
Jeanne Danis

Gary Daum

Glenn David

Patricia Davis
Corinne Derrig Rivera
Chris Dewey

Mary Carroll Dischinger
Kevin Dishon

Nancy Dorfman

Cara Dunaway

R. Terry Dunning
Richard Elam

James D. Evans
Danny Federici

Alan Fenstermaker
Elizabeth Ferring
Michael Ficara
Veronica Fitzgerald
Bernadette Flaherty
Will Flewelling
Gerald Ford

Jerry Ford

Daniel Forte

Barbara Fortin

Anita Kaye Foster
Caleb Michael Fraser
Paul French

James William Gafgen
Steve Geroski

Dennis C. Gerst

Greg Gibson

Marjorie Good
William Gordon
Carol Granger
Stephen Greenawalt
Thomas Guiley
Heath Haas

Jon Henner

Mary Herold

Albin and Valarie Hertzog
Dawn Hillman

Linda Hinkel

Pamela Holaday
Jonathan Holcomb
Neil Horn

Chip Houle

Judith Howard
Christian Andrew Hummel
Gilbert Hurley

Tara Hutchens-Jones
Mary Ellen Hutcherson
Rick Jacobs

Sue Jacobs

Eileen Johnson
Stacey Johnson
Jeanne Jones

Derek Jost

Kinsey Kampfer
David Kantor
Mildred Kasdan

Tara Kelly

Rich Kennedy

Rob Kincaid

Robert Klein

Janet Kline

Theresa Klingenberg
Cheryl Kloiber
Robert J. Klumpp
Angela Knight
Richard Kopca, Jr.
James Kraemer

Peter LaBranche
James Laferriere

Lisa Lais

Kimberly Lane Butler
Paul Larson

William Lehm
Kimberly Lentz Dull
Judith Lipina

Jeftrey Lobelson
Ellen Lowry

Martha Lutter

Ann Marie (Nancy) Lynch
Louell MacMillan
James Madden
Nancy Malis

Danny Marcum

In 2023, gifts were made to honor
the following individuals.

Ronald Marks

Linda Maurer
Pamela Mayer

Amy McCarthy
Richard McClure
John J. McGrath
Penny McKendry
David McKenzie
Barbara McKinley
Gail McKnight

Jim McMurtry
Thomas McPartland
Todd McWhorter
Harry Meran

Jean Merritt

Garth Gregory Miller
Gary Miller

Naomi Miller
William Kenneth Mitchell, Sr.
Mark Mobley
Zackery Morgenson
Patti Moriarity
Dennis Mosebar
Lisa Mueller

Kellie Mullis

Janice Murphy

Paul Neil

Elmer Nelson
Noelle Nolton
Timothy O’Connor
Patti Denise Ogilvie Greenway
Brendan O’Halloran
Paul Ostrowski
Sherman Pampuch
Debbie Pearlman
Michael Peoples
Dewey Peoples, Sr.
Michael Pettit
Eileen Plasse
Brooke Powers Wilson
Willy Pratt

Adele Ragins
Donald Rainone
Lowell Ray

Brandi Rebsom
Craig Ring

Wayne Ritter

Keith Roberts



Lori Robertson
Teresa Robertson
Joshua Brian Rogers
Albert Rome
Andrew Rothman
Daniel Ryan

Heidi Saltalamacchia
John Sammon
Edward Sandall

Ken Sangren

Robert L. Sauer
Montagu Sawyer
Jerome Scheckman
Timothy Schiefelbein
Howard James Schlegel
Kelly Shahen

Diane Shankman
Philip Lee Shaw
Mark Sheehan
Lawrence Sisk

Dean Smith

David Sohm

Harold L. Sokoloff
Margaret Solan
Doug Spelbrink
Jennifer Spencer

Bill Stember

Mary Kathleen Stewart
Gallagher

Ray Stromski
Dorothy Swenson
Kristin Taccogna
Robert Thomsen
Omari Todd

Terry Tolbert
Annette Torrey
Robert Traci

Jane M. Tullo

Donna Turner

Bill Van Cleaf
Ramonita Velazquez
Palmira Vicks
Charlie Vinson
Marianne Walczyk Baudler
Georgia Walker

Mike Warren, Sr.
Kenneth Waxman
Jack West

Beverley Whitcomb

Janet Wiegand
Jane Wilcox

Linda Wilde

Kevin Williams
Tracy Windrum
Margaret Winiesky
Rosemary Winslow
Robert Wohtecki

Tribute Gifts

Robert Adams

Seigy Adler

Nilam Amin

Jason and Rachel Applebaum
Alison Aten

Byron Bagaasen
Marianne Baudler
Edgar Bean

Gordon Beith

Chris Berens

Kyle Bertsche
Michelle Binder
Debra and Leon Black
Aimee Block Rasmussen
Kim Bortolussi

Karen Bradbury
Corey Brake

Tom Bricely

Joe Brooks

Elizabeth Buchbinder
Deb Byers

Julie Callahan

Dan Caputo

Sharon K. Carroll
Kim Childers

Cara Curcio

Ellen and Gary Davis
Angela DeGidio
Linda Douglas

Don Ellison

John Elson

William Evans

Jerry Fagert IT
Wielgosz Family

Jane Farrell

George Ferris
Michelle Garofalo
Briane Garrison

Randi Gbur

Marcia and Tom Geary
Jamie Goldfarb

Joel N. Graves

Edward Gray

Lynne Greenberg

Jenn Corwin and Lee Grinberg
Skip Grinberg

Emma Hamm

Ashley Hansen

Anne Hauer

Jacob Heaser

Robin Herbert

Jackie Herchl

Delano Hickman

Jean Hitt

Anne Hooker
Benjamin Horton
Jason Hunt

Marc Hurlbert-Jackson
Amy Jardon

Loraine Jenkins

Tish Jenkins

Rhonda Johnson

Brad Jones

Stephanie Kauffman
Diann Keith

Bill Kennedy

Leslie Key

Ruth and Robert LaPointe
Max and Aubrey Lasko
Kevin Lawi

Brenda Leonard

Linda Leshin

Daniel J. Levine
Stephanie Levine
George Lewis

Sharon Lewis

Connie Linskey

John Lohl

Rose Lukoff

Flynn Lyons

Paul Macklin

Jack Mahoney

Kim Sigelman and Mike
Marquardt

Thomas Martin

Ryan Mason

Gary Matz

Christine McGarvey
Noreen O’Neill
Leigh Perkins

Doug Pieper
Cheri Porter-Veltri
Barbara Powers
Barbara Premisler
Camille Price
Derrick Queen
Ashley Rachal
Galen Reed
Christina Reiser
Corinne Rivera
Fred Robertson
Michelle Rodgers
Mary Jo Rogers
Jeff Rowbottom
Kimberly Rubio Heck
Tom Ryan

Miland Sargent
Mark C. Schaible
John Schluter
Ben Schmidt
Nancy Schroeder
Craig Schuh
Karen Schultz
Arka Shanks
Sandra Shatkin
Amy Sivils

Jeffrey Smith
Shriver Soliday IV
Scott Stallard
Linda Stevenson
John Sullivan ITT
Sarah M. Sullivan
Maria Tassou
Kerry Thoubboron
Dino Tinti

James Vick

Katie Walker
Eileen Walther
Grace Wenzel
Brad Whitely
Brittany Whitfield
Mike and Marion Wielgosz
John Williamson
Kendra Wood
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Finances

Financial presentation based on MRA’s 2023 externally audited financials.

Full audit and IRS 990 are available online at CureMelanoma.org/Financials

Statement of Financial Position

ASSETS TOTAL 2023 TOTAL 2022
Cash and Cash Equivalents $10,055,472  $10,912,733
Investments $11,779,185  $10,877,034
Contributions Receivable (Net) $2,538,036 $5,454,387
Prepaid Expenses

and Other Assets $165,962 $89,192
TOTAL ASSETS $24,538,655 $27,333,346
LIABILITIES TOTAL 2023 TOTAL 2022
Accounts Payable $184,366 $133,430
Grants Payable (Net) $10,848,720  $13,069,601
Deferred Revenue $497,500 $277,500
TOTAL LIABILITIES $11,530,586 $13,480,531
NET ASSETS TOTAL 2023 TOTAL 2022
Unrestricted $10,470,033  $12,027,815
Temporarily Restricted $2,538,036 $1,825,000
TOTAL NET ASSETS $13,008,069 $13,852,815
TOTAL LIABILITIES &

NET ASSETS $24,538,655 $27,333,346



of all donations go directly | '
@) to research — no admin, { )
/O development, or other fees

DONATE TODAY: give.CureMelanoma.org

Statement of Activities

PATIENT ENGAGEMENT
REVENUE TOTAL 2023 TOTAL 2022 $476,922 4%
FUNDRAISING
ibuti tible Net 4,920,2 7,877,7
Contributions (Collectible Net) ~ $4,920,205 $7,877,755 $943.815 9%
Special Events (Net) $2,806,338 $2,651,407
Sponsorship $651,705 $744,500
MANAGEMENT
Interest/Investment $1,334,327 $(653,695) & ADMIN
In Kind Contributions $210,864 $105,762 $596,930 6%
Write-Off $(170,150) $(37,600)
Other Income (Loss) $7,826 $(2,720)
TOTAL REVENUES $9,761,115 $10,685,409
EXPENSES TOTAL 2023 TOTAL 2022 p Total zoczat
rogram GOStsS

Research Grants $6,702,128 $12,272,878 9
Personnel Costs $1,963,354  $2,065,037 $10,605,861
Travel & Entertainment $503,582 $399,336 100%
Other Expenses $562,391 $518,951
Meetings & Conferences $415,778 $251,723
Professional Fees $356,784 $332,379
Occupancy $101,844 $115,677
TOTAL EXPENSES $10,605,861 $15,955,981
NET INCOME/(LOSS) ($844,746)  ($5,270,572)

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM

NON-GRANT EXPENSES

$2,362,988 22%

RESEARCH GRANTS
$6,702,128 63%
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Donor

Recognition

A heartfelt thank you to all of our 2023 donors.
Your generosity makes our work possible:

give.curemelanoma.org

$1,000,000+

Debra and Leon Black

The Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen
Foundation

$500,000-$999,999

Bristol Myers Squibb Company
The Stewart J. Rahr Foundation

Mary Jo and Brian Rogers

$250,000-$499,999

Jill and Jay Bernstein
Ellen and Gary Davis
Jonathan and Sheryl Sokoloff

$100,000-$249,999

Lee and Debbi Alpert

American Society for Radiation Oncology
Apollo|Midcap

Fitch Ratings Inc.

General Atlantic

Goldman Sachs

HPS Investment Partners, LLC

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

L’Oréal Paris

Latham & Watkins LLP

The Mark Foundation for Cancer Research
Merck & Co., Inc.

Jonathan Naylor

Jeff and Fran Rowbottom

Samuel Waxman Cancer Research
Foundation

Lois Robbins — Founder of WATSKIN and Marc Hurlbert, PhD — MRA Chief Executive Officer

Ian Schuman

Adam Shapiro and Pam Wasserstein

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Tara Miller Melanoma Foundation
Michael Thompson

Veritas Capital Management LLC
White & Case LLP

$50,000-$99,999
A Cure in Sight

Allen & Overy

BMO Capital Markets

Dale Bottoms and John Ciesielka
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Daisy Helman

10 Biotech

King & Spalding LLP
Milbank LLP

Novartis Corporation
Obsidian Therapeutics, Inc.
Paul E. Singer Foundation
Regeneron

Replimune

Deborah Robbins

Shearman & Sterling LLP
UBS Financial Services

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

$25,000-$49,999

Bank of America
Barclays

Blackstone Group

Blue Owl Capital

Debra Bottoms

Brinley Partners LP

The Carlyle Group

Castle Biosciences, Inc.

CVC Capital Partners

Wallace Dawson

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP
Marcia Gaspar

General Atlantic Philanthropic Foundation
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Golub Capital

Guggenheim Partners

Hellman & Friedman LLC
Immunocore

Kinnate Biopharma

Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co.
Nancy and Howard Marks

Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and
Popeo, P.C.

Morgan Stanley

Mural Oncology PLC

Natera

Network Financial Printing, Inc.
New Mountain Finance Corporation
Oaktree Capital Management
Pfizer, Inc.

Proskauer Rose LLP

Ropes & Gray LLP

Santander

Seerave Foundation

Sidley Austin LLP

Silver Lake
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SpotMyUV

Elizabeth Stanton
TD Securities
Thoma Bravo

Vista Equity Partners
Wells Fargo Bank

Jennifer and Michael Whitman

$10,000-$24,999
AbbVie

M. Mark Albert

American Industrial Partners
Anonymous

Antares Capital LP

Ares Management LLC

Clare Bailhé

Vivek Bantwal

BC Partners LLP

Chuck Bellock

Benefit Street Partners L.L.C.
Carole Black

BlackRock

BNP Paribas

James Bonetti

Brant Street Capital
Brookfield

Beat Cabiallavetta

Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP
Brian and Melissa Carney
Centerbridge Partners

Citi

Clarion Capital Partners LLC
Clayton, Dubilier & Rice LLC
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Curtiss Hovey Trust

Ivo Daalder and Elisa Harris
David and Meredith Kaplan Foundation
Day One Biopharmaceuticals
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
DermTech International
Deutsche Bank

Brendan and Eva Dillon
Bruce and Deborah Duncan
Evercore Group LLC

Scot French

Fried Frank Harris Schriver & Jacobson LLP

Gem Star Foundation

Graber Law Group

James Graves

Lee Grinberg and Jennifer Corwin
Meyer and Mary Grinberg
Audrey and Martin Gruss
GTCR

H.I.G. Capital

Lauren Hanrahan

Hazen Polsky Foundation
HSBC Bank

Iovance Biotherapeutics
Jefferies Financial Group
Eric Johnson

Judy & Frank Sunberg Fund
Scott and Kathleen Kapnick
Kline Hill Partners

Lowe’s Companies, Inc.
David Ludwig

Macquarie Group

Madison Dearborn Partners

Christina Minnis

Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group, Inc.

Mizuho Americas

MJX Asset Management
Nasdaq

Oak Hill Advisors, LP

Oak Hill Capital Management
Gregory Olafson

Michael Patterson

Paul Hastings LLP

Perella Weinberg Partners

(L to R): Dana Deighton — MRA, Taryn Brady — Wayne Stinchcomb Big Orange Melanoma Foundation, & Kris'tina Ackerman — MRA

PJT Partners

PNC Bank

Robert Pulford

R.K. Mellon Family Foundation
Mark Rubenstein

Silver Rock Financial

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
James Skelton

Sony Music Entertainment
Sperry Family Foundation
Kevin Sterling

Stone Canyon Industries

Stone Point Capital

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

SVB Securities

Stephanie Teicher

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

The Henry and Jeanette Weinberg
Foundation

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Witter-Mayer Family

$5,000-$9,999

America’s Charities
Angelo Gordon & Co.
Anonymous

Apax Partners

Astex Pharmaceuticals
Baird & Co Inc.

Baird Foundation, Inc.

Martin Buckland
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David Byrd

Capital One Bank

Alex Chi

Maurice and Gayle Cohen

The CB and JF Coleman Charitable
Foundation

Allison Coleman Frey

Crescent Capital Group

Michael and Sarah Fenstermacher
Foundation Medicine, Inc.

J. Littleton and Jenni Glover
GoldenTree Asset Management, LP
Goodwin Procter LLP

Elizabeth Hammack

Houlihan Lokey

JustGiving

Michael Lee and Sarah Lux-Lee
Peter Lyon

MacroGenics

Matthew and Mary Catherine Manin
Benjamin Martin

Moderna

Natixis

OFS Capital Management

Mark Oline

Stephen and Nancy Paul

PRIME Education

Jessica Purwin

L. & Lois S. Werner Family Foundation

Rothschild & Co.

Lindsay Ryland

Stelios Saffos

Setter Capital Inc.

Shenkman Capital Management, Inc.
Siris Capital Group, LLC

Stonepeak

Rachel Sullivan

Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation
Ed Taniguchi

Brian Tomlinson

Warburg Pincus LLC

Adam Yakovich

Lois and Andrew Zaro Family Charitable
Trust

Jodi and Adam Zotkow

$1,000-$4,999

Advent International

Alice + Olivia LLC

Alliant Insurance Services Inc.
Amazon

American Online Giving Foundation
Anonymous

James Austin

Shant Babikian

Stephen Barasch

David Bauman

Scott and Lauren Beckelman

(L to R): Eileen Walther, Judith Colin, & Patricia Janiak — Patient Advocates

Megan Belliveau

Danielle Billera

Bimini Bay Outfitters

Doretta Boden

Marianne Brady

The Sana and Andy Brooks Family Fund
Burgdorf Family Foundation
Alexander Byers and Kerry Dolan
Campbell Lutyens & Co. Ltd.
Timothy Ceravolo

Chevron Matching Gifts

Donna and Robert Cline
Comcast

Jerold Danis

Devon Park Advisors

Aaron Downing

Kelly Dybala

Eaton Partners

Thomas Elden

Susan and Peter Evensen

Ever Loved, Inc.

Kate Fick

Erik Fiebert

Fieldstone Insurance Group LLC
Craig Fitt

Floors for the Cure

Angela Fontana

Rondi and David Frieder

Mrs. Ruth Friedman and Mrs. Beth Ann
Hopkins Fund

Robert Fullerton

Bradford and Mary Elizabeth Garvey
Gabriel Gelman

Give Lively Foundation, Inc.

Andy Goldberg

Dev Gopalan

Jonathan and Mindy Gray

Jeffrey Greenip

John Hamlin

Frede and Richard Hammes
Hansen Construction Inc.

Harris Williams

Adam Heasley

Brett and Sarah Holcomb
Madonna Houle

Marc and Derrick Hurlbert-Jackson
Husch Blackwell LLP



Henry Hutcherson

Irv and Helga Cooper Foundation
Kenya Jiu

Andrew Joblon

Johns Hopkins University

Jones & Associates CPAs

David Kamo

Karen Karmolinski

Stephanie and Jeff Kauffman
Joseph Kieffer

Jin Hee Kim and Wonjun Sung
Lazard Freres & Co LLC
Mitchell Leshin

Laura and Barry Levine

Kevin Lockhart

Katherine Lovello

Erika Luitjens

Lumo Imaging LLC

M20 Private Fund Advisors LLC
Rony Ma

Thomas Masterson

David Matz

Lynette Matz

Aimee Means

Melting Point Solutions

Merrill Lynch & Company

Tara Merson

Andrew Messinger and Karen Sokoloff
Michael Meyers and Irene Steiner
Noreen Middleton

Steven Moffitt

Monument Group/Mozaic Capital
The Moran Group

Michael Morrissey

Janet Moss

Tamara Mottler

George Mueller

Erin Murphy

Ryan Murphy

Elizabeth Napper

Network for Good

New York Life

Tim Newberry

Oasis Bar & Grill

Kimberly O’Malley

Gregory Ostrowski

Julie Pampuch and Jeffrey Geier

(L to R): Derrick Queen — MRA Leadership Council, Michael Milken — MRA Board Member, & Leon Black — MRA Co-Founder and Board Member

Christina Park

Cheryl and Jamie Peisach
Lea Peragallo

Leslie Plaskon

Pledgeling Foundation
Kevin Pluff

Raya Prabhu

Malcolm Price and Catherine Kuehn Price
Randy Prock

Steven Purdon

Jeremy Pyle

Derrick Queen

Raymond James Financial
Amnon and Katie Rodan
Steven Rutkovsky and Melissa Robbins
M. Curran Schiefelbein
Wayne and Mary Schiefelbein
Bastian Schlesinger

Ben and Leslie Schmidt
Nicholas Schwartz

Brian Seidman

Dale Seiler

The 77 Foundation, Inc.
Patricia Shanks

Stephen Shepard

Steven Sidwell

Silicon Valley Bank
Jonathan and Plum Simons
Bruce and Barbara Skinner
Johnny Skumpija

James and Nicole Snyder
Linda Speigle-Wann
Stephen Stites

George Stoeckert
Stonecrest

Quinton Studer

John and Junie Sullivan
John Sullivan

Terry Sullivan

Elizabeth Tabas Carson
Amanda Taitz

Edward Tam and Tara Hart
Rachel Teslenko

TGNS

Joshua Thompson

W. Cade Thompson
Thomson Reuters

Adele Thurnher

Triago Americas Inc.
TriSalus Life Sciences
Susan Troxler and Scott Clendenin
John Van Cleaf

James Walsh

The Michael and Michelle Warner Family
Fund

Paul and Carol Willette
William Blair

Lawrence and Nancy Wojcik
Jeftrey and Alissa Wolf
Brian Wolfe

Brian and Salley Wood
Janet Zerbel

Pan Zheng

Matthew Zikaras
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Cody Barnett — lllumina, Louise Perkins, PhD — MRA, and Trena Brown — Patient Advocate

$250-$999

Abbott Laboratories
Greggory Adamo

Siegfried Adler

Syed Ahmad

Jeff and Lisa Albers
Kathryn Alberti

Mark and Alison Aldax
Jeffrey Aleshire

Keith Alexander

Jeffrey Amtman

Kelly Andrew

Sunil Annapareddy
Anonymous

Judy Applewhite-Gonzales
Anne Armstrong

Jack Armstrong

Rome Arnold

Shannon Bade

Barry Baird

Joseph Bakes

Bank of America Matching Gifts
Cody Barnett

William and Sandra Barniea
Elisabetta Bartoloni
Cristina Battaglini

Battelle

Barbara Baumstein

Beacon Orthopaedics

Todd Beck
Christopher Bell
Wes Bender

Geoff Benson
Catherine Bernert
Paul Bernstein
Debbie Berry

Vince Bicocca

Jakub Biernacki

Ken Billett

Joshua Blaine

Adam Block

Susan Boehm
Christopher Boies
Joe and Lisa Bolatto
Christopher Bonfield
Gwendolyn Bounds
Andre Bourbonnais
Brandon Boy
Andrew Bradbury
Mario Pietro Bramati
William Brazeau
Karen and Mark Brazinski
James Brennan

Sara Breyfogle

Bright Funds Foundation
Mary Jane Britt
Catherine Brown

Trena Brown

Vanessa Brown

Norm and Sunny Brownstein
Brunell-Lichtblau Fund
Jennifer Burgard

Andrew Burke

Mark and Jo Burns

Rob Burns

Ronnie and Kelly Butler
Karen Butzen

Leslie Calderon

Karyn Capelouto-Drescher
Cheyrl Caputo

Nick Caro

Elizabeth Chang

Claudia Chiulli

Samuel Choate

The Chubb Charitable Foundation
Conor and Maggie Clougherty
Jacquelyn Cobb

Thomas Cockburn

Garrett and Kaitlyn Cockren
Barry and Joyce Cohen
Douglas Cohen

George Coles

Mark Colm

James Connolly

Oscar and Margaret Cook
Rodney Craig

Tyler Craig

David Crescenzi

Martyn Crew

Michael Cullin

Lucy Culp

Mary Allis Curran

Daley Family Foundation
Alan Daum

Mark Davis

Thomas DeJoseph

Meghan Devereaux and Bartholomew Baumstark

Al Diaz

Roberto Diaz-Albertini
Tobey Diller

Dennis Driscoll
Robert Dumbacher

E. Michael Dunleavy
Charlie Dunlop

Amanda and Jonathan Eilian



Jason Engelberg
David and Tracy Evans
Judith Evans

Evergreen Park Elementary School
District 124

Gina Fant-Simon
Joseph Fastiggi
Grace Fedinets
Timothy and Anna May Feige
James Field

Megan Fitch
Cynthia Flaherty
Jeff Flanagan

Mary Alice Foote
Yackov Frack
Shelley Franco
Deborah and James Franczek
Alex Franke
Elizabeth Franke
Joanne Franzel
Steven Freehling
Douglas Freeman
Jack and Faye Frost
Keith Fujiu

Lauren Gaines
Michael Gallagher
Sean Gallary
Tiffany Gallo
Robert Garagiola
Diana Garcia Redruello
Matthew Gatrell
Randi Gbur
Gigamon

Jane Gill

Sean Gillespie
Susan Gilman
Michael Girondo
Alfred Glazier

Golden Rothschild Spagnola Lundell Boylan
Garubo & Bell

Steven and Nancy Goldman
Google

Paul Gordon

The Gove Group Real Estate
Kayla Granger

Ronald Grant

Lynn Greer

Joseph and Beth Ann Griesser
Benjamin and Ellen Grinberg
Leaf Gross

Rich and Joan Guempl

Anna Gumport

Mary Guy

John Haar

Alex Haberland

The Hacney Family
Christopher Haley

Michael Halovatch

Elizabeth Halpin

Sam Han

Adam D. Handwerker Philanthropic Fund
of the Jewish Communal Fund

Sandra Hanly
Mary Harper
Nancy Hayes

Jeff Heaser

Sara Hefton
Susan Herman
Chad Hersch
Paul Hespel
Naomi Hirschfeld
Meir Hornung
Paula Hoste
Dennis and Joyce Hummel
Jennifer Hummel

Christopher Hunt

Hurlbert CPALLC

The Illumina Foundation
Jonathon Incandela
Jonathan Jacobs

Craig Jatlow

Kevin and Ashley Johns

Johnson & Johnson Foundation Matching
Gifts Program

Jimmy and Lori Jones
Ron Josey

Victoria and Richard Juster
Mohammad Kaddaha
Erika Kaminer

Peter Karlin

Seth Katzenstein
Venkat Kausik

Kelly Kendall

Vikas Keswani

Mary Killian
Jonathan Kim and Choi Hyung Jin Hyung
Stefani Kimche

Abe and Ellen Kinney
David Kirby

Kathleen Kleabir
Richard Koehl

Gene Kolodin

Eric and Lori Kolstad
Olga Kosters

John Kowalik

(L to R): Joan Levy, PhD — MRA, Stephanie Kauffman — MRA, Lauren Miller — Tara Miller Melanoma Foundation,

and Lynn Schuchter, MD — Penn Medicine



(L to R): Stephanie Kauffman — MRA, Shirin Bajaj, MD — Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center,

and Tamara Lazic Strugar, MD — Hudson Dermatology & Laser Surgery
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David Kroner

Yu Ting Dennis Kwan
Doreen Lambert
Suzanne Lane
Kimberly Langley
Hanora Larson

Kevin Lawi

Michael Lawton
Charles Lear

Tricia Lehmann
Stacy Lentz

Timothy Lepore
Arlene and Richard Levine
Josh Lewis

Sebastien Lhuilier

Zhuoxi Li

The Liberty Mutual Foundation, Inc.

Benjamin Lloyd
LucidCorps, LLC
James Lumby
Philip Lundell
David Luse

Sean Maclver
Catherine Madigan
Cole Magrath
Glenn Maley
Aman Malik and Sonali Mathur
Mama Sol LLC

Graham Manley

Chuck and Kathleen Mason
Lisa Matthews

Joshua May

Stephen Mayer

Darlene and Jay McCaffrey
Maureen W. McCarthy
John McGee

Meg McGrath

Sheila McGrath

Aline McKenna

Crystal McMillan
Nannette McNally

Monica Menendez

Jackson Merchant
Kenneth and Carole Mersel
Justin Meyer

Susan Meyers

Heather Michaelis

Joan Miles

Nicole Miljevic

Todd Miller

Kristen Moe

Christopher Monigle
Jason Morris

Gwen Mummaw

Thomas Muoio

Mark and Gail Murphy

Sage Nakamura
Mary Ann Naples
Diego Napolitano
Anandhi Narasimhan
James Nawrocki
Daniel Nellis

Lisa Nelson

Andrew Nick
Alexandra Norton
Raymond O’Brien
Diane O’Donnell

Lee Olive

Maren Olson
OneHope

Thomas and Nancy O’Neill
Caitlin Orlando

Jon Osborne

Parker O’Shea
Nathalia Osorio
Mary Ostrowski
Alexa Oyague

Tolga Ozgen

Lucas Palermo

Hong Pan

Puja Parekh

Kristin Pascocello
Bill and Reba Passmore
Rodrigo Patino

Ross Pease

Helene Penido
Fletcher Perkins
Louise Perkins

Chris and Tammy Perleberg
Mary Persechino
Fabio Petruzziello
Ryan Peusch

Pfizer Foundation, Inc.
Patrick Pham

Steve Picarde
Gregory Pierson
Gene Pitts

Evan Plisner

Curtis Pollmann
Jason Pomeroy

Rishi Porecha

Brian Prescott

Derek Price



Will Proctor

Terry Puckett
Nafisa Rahimberganova
Beth Rakouskas
Pavan Rangachar
Jonathan Rauen
Rayward Apparel
Tal Reback

Ian Reichbach
Ellen and Richard Reinhart
John Reiser
Kathleen Reiss
John Rinciari
Karen Rivara
Alexandra Rose
Karen Ross

Paolo Rossi

Joan Roth

Stephen Rothstein
Markus Rumburg
Bryan Rupprecht
Anne Russ

Nanette Rutter
Vivek Sachidanand
Esam Saidmuratov
Christopher Sakara
Richard Saltzman
Donald Salvino
William Sanderson
Michael Sandler
Max Sangster
Katherine Sanok
SAP Matching Gifts
Harry Sassaman
Sarah Schmautz
Jeffrey Schmidt

Ed Schuhmann
Michael Schwalbert
Andrew Schwartz
Jamie Schwartz
Margaret Segall
Jacqueline Seidel
Nilay Shah

Aryan Shayegani
Peter Sheils

Jeff Shekell
Caroline Shepanzyk

Matthew Sherr
Faraz Siddiqui
Judy Silver
Michael Silver
Ross Silverman
Craig Simon

Josh Simons
Amanda Simpkins
Diane Skelton
Hoss Skelton
Bonnie Slobodien
Stacy Small

Julie Smith

Tom Smith

Steve Smollon

Scott Sochar

Adam Sokoloff and Susan Drossman

Sean Songer

Mary Sonnenberg

Licerio Soto

Stephen Spargo

Rhonda Sparks

Richard Sprigg

Carol and Donald Stafford
Jessica Star

Lee Stern

Paul and Ann Stern

David Storer

Neil Strahl

John Stroll

Jane Summers

Synchrony Financial

The Teixeira Family Foundation
Denise Theis

Thermo Fischer Scientific
Dale and Elisabeth Thompson
Hilary Thorndike

John Thoubboron

Eve Tucker

UPS

Joseph Valickus

Paul Vannelli

Visa

Daniel and Elizabeth Walsh
Grace Wang

Allison Warner

Elizabeth Warner

The Jim Braun Memorial Golf Outing

Bobby Weil

Mara Eva Cline — Advocate

Melinda Weir and Erik Sorensen

Michael Weissenburger

The Welch Family Charitable Fund

Matt Wesley

Ted Wieland

John Wilcox
Thomas Wills

Jon Wilson

Taryn Wilsterman
Corinne Winogracki
Eric Witte

Sturgis Woodberry
Jen Wu

Alfred Xue

Michael Yasunaga

The list of donors who generously
contributed $998 or less in 2023 can

be found on the MRA website.
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PEOPLE OF MRA

Board of
Directors

Organizational Affiliations and Titles are included to
identify individuals, however, all individuals listed serve
in a personal capacity, and not as a representative of the
organization to which they are employed.

MRA Board of Directors (L to R): Jonathan Simons, MD, Leon Black, Debra Black, Michael Milken,
Suzanne Topalian, MD, Michael Klowden, Amanda Eilian, and Barry Cohen

Debra Black
Co-Founder & Chair, MRA

Leon Black
Co-Founder, MRA

Ben Black
Managing Partner

Fortinbras Enterprises

Lee Alpert

Founder

Lee Alpert & Company

Evan Bayh
Senior Advisor

Apollo Management

Maria Bell
Television Writer

Television Producer

Barry Cohen

President

Elysium Management

Ellen Davis
Principal

Makana Beverages

Amanda Eilian
Partner and Co-Founder

_able Partners

Jason Daniel Federici
Art Director

Jami Geriz
Television and Film Actress

Atlanta Hawks Owner

Daisy Helman
CEO and Founder
Garden Collage

Susan Hess
Vice Chairman

Whitney Museum

Denise Kellen
Patient Advocate

Philanthropist

Michael Klowden
Executive Chairman
Milken Institute Board
Milken Institute

Nancy Marks

Michael Milken
Chairman

Milken Institute

Richard Ressler
Founder & President

Orchard Capital Corporation
and CIM Group

Mary Jo Rogers
Melanoma Patient

Melanoma Advocate

Jeffrey Rowbottom
Managing Director
General Atlantic Credit

lan Schuman
Global Chair
Capital Markets Practice
Latham & Watkins, LLP

Jonathan W. Simons, M.D.
Medical Director and Chief Science Officer

Marcus Foundation

Jonathan Sokoloff
Managing Partner

Leonard Green & Partners, LP
Michael Milken and Suzanne Topalian, MD —
MRA Board of Directors

Elizabeth Stanton

Suzanne L. Topalian, M.D.
Professor, Surgery and Oncology
Johns Hopkins Medicine

Leah Adams — MRA Leadership Council
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MRA Team

Marc Hurlbert, PhD
Chief Executive Officer

Stephanie Kauffman
President & Chief Operating Officer

Joan Levy, PhD
Chief Science Officer

Janine Rauscher
Director, Development Operations

Dana Deighton

Director, Communications & Engagement

Sara DiNapoli, PhD

Director, Scientific Programs

Renee Orcione
Digital Engagement & Communications Manager

Kris’tina Ackerman
Senior Associate, Grants & Operations

Nico Starink
Senior Associate, Registry and Grants Program

Kike Ayodeji

Senior Associate, Development

Melanoma > Exchange
Community Leaders

The Melanoma > Exchange, available at CureMelanoma.org/
Community is a vibrant online community led by patients
and caregivers with firsthand understanding of melanoma and
clinical trials and experts from the MRA staff.

(Pictured below, left to right)

Jamie Troil Goldfarb
Keith Tolley

Cheryl Adams

Dr. Beth Strow
Kellie Cereceres


http://CureMelanoma.org/Community
http://CureMelanoma.org/Community

MRA Scientific

Advisory Panel 2023-2024

Organizational affiliations and titles are included to

identify individuals, however, all individuals listed serve

in a personal capacity, and not as a representative of the

organization to which they are employed.

Suzanne Topalian, MD - Chair
Professor, Surgery and Oncology
Director, Melanoma Program

Associate Director, Bloomberg-Kimmel Institute
for Cancer Immunotherapy

Johns Hopkins Medicine

James Allison, PhD
Director, James P. Allison Institute

Regental Professor & Chair, Department of
Immunology

Olga Keith Wiess Distinguished University Chair
for Cancer Research

Director, Parker Institute for Cancer
Immunotherapy

Executive Director, Immunotherapy Platform

Deputy Director, David H. Koch Center for Applied
Research of Genitourinary Cancers

The University of Texas, MD Anderson Cancer
Center

Boris Bastian, MD, PhD
Professor, Dermatology and Pathology

Gerson and Barbara Bass Bakar Distinguished
Professor, Cancer Research

University of California, San Francisco

Gideon Bollag, PhD
Co-founder and Chief Scientific Officer, Opna Bio

Glenn Dranoff, MD
Global Head of Immuno-Oncology

Associate Professor at Dana-Farber Cancer Center

Gregory Friberg, MD
Vice President Medical Affairs ELMAC
Region
Executive Vice President, Chief Research &
Development Officer, BioMarin Pharmaceutical Inc

Clemens Krepler, MD — Merck & Co

Allan C. Halpern, MD
Chief, Dermatology Service

Associate Chair, Promotions Advisory
Committee, Department of Medicine

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Howard Kaufman, MD
President and Chief Executive Office,
Ankyra Therapeutics

Lecturer, Surgery, Harvard Medical School

Clemens Krepler, MD
Executive Director, Clinical Research

Melanoma Product Development Team
Lead - Global Clinical Development

Merck

Jeffrey Legos, PhD

Executive Vice President, Global Head of
Oncology Development

Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation

Grant McArthur, PhD, FRACP
Fellow, Royal Australasian College of
Physicians
Executive Director, Victorian
Comprehensive Cancer Centre

Inaugural Lorenzo Galli Chair of Melanoma

and Skin Cancers
University of Melbourne
Senior Principal Research Fellow

National Health & Medical Research
Council

Head, Molecular Oncology Laboratory and

Cancer Therapeutics Program

Senior Consultant Medical Oncologist,
Cancer Medicine

Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre

Ira Mellman, PhD
Vice President, Cancer Immunology

Genentech

Caroline Robert, MD, PhD
Head, Dermatology Unit
Co-Director, Melanoma Research Unit
Professor, Dermatology

Institute Gustave Roussy

Neal Rosen, MD, PhD
Enid A. Haupt Chair in Medical Oncology

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

David Solit, MD
Geoftrey Beene Chair

Director, Marie-Josée & Henry R. Kravis Center
for Molecular Oncology

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Richard White, MD, PhD
Professor, Genetics

Nuffield Department of Medicine and Ludwig
Cancer Research

University of Oxford

Tara Withington, CAE
Vice President
Executive Director, Inc.
Executive Director Emeritus

Society for Immunotherapy of Cancer
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MRA Medical

Advisory Panel 2023-2024

Organizational affiliations and titles are included to

identify individuals, however, all individuals listed serve

in a personal capacity, and not as a representative of the

organization to which they are employed.

MEDICAL ONCOLOGY
Michael Atkins, MD - Chair

Deputy Director, Georgetown-Lombardi
Comprehensive Cancer Center

Professor, Oncology and Medicine
(Hematology/Oncology), Georgetown
University Medical Center

Acting Chief, Division of Hematology/
Oncology

MedStar Georgetown University Hospital

Paul Chapman, MD

Attending Physician, Melanoma and
Immunotherapeutics Service

Professor of Medicine, Weill Cornell Medical
College

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Keith Flaherty, MD
Professor, Medicine
Harvard Medical School
Co-Leader, Developmental Therapeutics
Dana-Farber /| Harvard Cancer Center

Director, Henri and Belinda Termeer Center
for Targeted Therapies, Cancer Center

Director, Clinical Research, Cancer Center

Massachusetts General Hospital

Thomas Gajewski, MD, PhD
AbbVie Foundation Professor of Pathology

Professor, Ben May Department of Cancer
Research

Professor, Medicine

University of Chicago

F. Stephen Hodi, MD
Professor, Medicine, Harvard Medical
School

Sharon Crowley Martin Chair, Melanoma
Director, Melanoma Center
Director, Center for Immuno-Oncology

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

Kim Margolin, MD — Saint John’s Cancer Institute

Siwen Hu-Lieskovan, MD, PhD
Director, Solid Tumor Immunotherapy
Assistant Professor, Medicine

University of Utah, Huntsman Cancer
Institute

Patrick Hwu, MD
President and CEO
Moffitt Cancer Center

Kim Margolin, MD, FACP, FASCO
Medical Director, Melanoma Program

Saint John’s Cancer Institute, Saint John’s
Health Center

Progessor, Dept of Medicine, Division of
Oncology

University of Washington, Fred Hutchinson
Cancer Research Center

Antoni Ribas, MD, PhD
Professor, Medicine
Professor, Surgery

Professor, Molecular and Medical
Pharmacology

Director, Tumor Immunology Program,
Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center

Chair, Melanoma Committee, SWOG
University of California, Los Angeles

Hussein Tawbi, MD, PhD
Director, Personalized Cancer Therapy
Deputy Chair, Melanoma Medical Oncology
Professor, Division of Cancer Medicine

University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer
Center

Jedd Wolchok, MD, PhD

Professor of Medicine

Meyer Director, Sandra and Edward Meyer
Cancer Center

Weill Cornell Medical College

SURGICAL ONCOLOGY
Charlotte Ariyan, MD, PhD

Carol Bassok Lowenstein Chair

Associate Attending, Gastric & Mixed Tumor
Service

Surgeon, Surgical Oncology

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Jeffrey Gershenwald, MD
Professor, Surgical Oncology
Professor, Cancer Biology
The University of Texas MD Anderson

Cancer Center

Suzanne Topalian, MD
Professor, Surgery and Oncology
Director, Melanoma Program

Associate Director, Bloomberg-Kimmel
Institute for Cancer Immunotherapy

Johns Hopkins Medicine

DERMATOLOGY
David Fisher, MD, PhD

Chief, Dermatology Service

Director, Melanoma Program,
MGH Cancer Center

Director, Cutaneous Biology
Research Center

Massachusetts General Hospital



Sancy Leachman, MD, PhD — Oregon Health & Science University

Sancy Leachman, MD, PhD
Chair and Professor, Dermatology
Oregon Health & Science University
Director, Melanoma Research Program

Knight Cancer Institute

Roger Lo, MD, PhD
Director, Melanoma Clinic in Dermatology
Director, Dermatology STAR Residency Program
Professor, Medicine
Associate Chief and Professor, Dermatology
Professor, Molecular & Medical Pharmacology

University of California, Los Angeles, David Geffen
School of Medicine

David Polsky, MD, PhD
Alfred W. Kopf, M.D. Professor of Dermatologic
Oncology, Ronald O. Perelman Department of
Dermatology

Professor, Department of Pathology

Vice Chair, Research, Ronald O. Perelman
Department of Dermatology

Director, Pigmented Lesion Service
NYU Grossman School of Medicine

Susan Swetter, MD
Professor, Dermatology
Director, Pigmented Lesion & Melanoma Program
Physician Leader, Cancer Care Program in
Cutaneous Oncology

Stanford University Medical Center & Cancer
Institute

Rachel Vogel, PhD —
University of Minnesota

Jeffrey Sosman, MD — Northwestern University and Antoni Ribas, MD — UCLA
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MRA Dermatology
Council 2023-2024

Organizational affiliations and titles are included to identify individuals,
however, all individuals listed serve in a personal capacity, and not as a
representative of the organization to which they are employed.

Susan Swetter, MD (Chair)

Professor, Dermatology

Roger Lo, MD, PhD
Director, Melanoma Clinic in Dermatology

Director, Pigmented Lesion & Melanoma
Program

Director, Dermatology STAR Residency
Program

Physician Leader, Cancer Care Program in Professor, Medicine

Cutaneous Oncology Associate Chief and Professor, Dermatology

Stanford University Medical Center &
Cancer Institute

Professor, Molecular & Medical
Pharmacology

University of California, Los Angeles, David
Denise Kellen (Co-Chair) Geffen School of Medicine

Patient Advocate
Philanthropist Alexander Meves, MD, MBA

Consultant, Dept of Dermatology, Dept of

Daisy Helman (Co-Chair) Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

CEO and Founder
Garden Collage

Associate Professor, Dermatology

Mayo Clinic

David Polsky, MD, PhD
Alfred W. Kopf, M.D. Professor of
Dermatologic Oncology, Ronald O.
Perelman Department of Dermatology

Joshua Arbesman, MD
Staff, Departments of Dermatology, Cancer
Biology, Hematology, and Medical Oncology

Director, Pigmented Lesion Clinic

Cleveland Clinic Professor, Department of Pathology

Vice Chair, Research, Ronald O. Perelman
Department of Dermatology
Richard D. Granstein, MD
George W. Hambrick, Jr. Professor of
Dermatology

Director, Pigmented Lesion Service
NYU Grossman School of Medicine

Chairman, Department of Dermatology
Weill Cornell Medicine

Allan C. Halpern, MD
Chief, Dermatology Service

Associate Chair, Promotions Advisory
Committee, Department of Medicine

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Maria Wei, MD, PhD — University of California San Francisco




Grant Review

Committee 2023-2024

Organizational affiliations and titles are included to identify individuals,

however, all individuals listed serve in a personal capacity, and not as a

representative of the organization to which they are employed.

Jeffrey Gershenwald, MD
Chair
Medical Director, Melanoma and Skin
Center

Professor, Department of Surgical Oncology
The University of Texas MD Anderson

Cancer Center

Eva M. Hernando-Monge, PhD
Co-Chair
Professor, Department of Pathology
New York University Langone Health

Ana C. Anderson, PhD

Immediate Past-Chair
Associate Professor, Neurology
Harvard Medical School
Brigham and Women'’s Hospital

Susan Swetter, MD

Chair

Dermatology Career Development Award
Professor, Dermatology

Director, Pigmented Lesion & Melanoma
Program

Stanford University Medical Center &
Cancer Institute

Andrew Aplin, PhD

Deputy Director, Sidney Kimmel Cancer
Center

The Kalbach-Newton Professor in Cancer
Research

Thomas Jefferson University

Joshua Arbesman, MD
Staff, Departments of Dermatology, Cancer
Biology, Hematology, and Medical Oncology

Director, Pigmented Lesion Clinic

Cleveland Clinic

Charlotte Ariyan, MD, PhD
Associate Staff, Surgery

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Michael Atkins, MD

Director, Georgetown Lombardi
Comprehensive Cancer Center

Scholl Professor, Department of Medical
Oncology

Co-Director, Melanoma Center at MedStar
Georgetown University Hospital

Boris Bastian, MD, PhD
Professor, Dermatology and Pathology

Gerson and Barbara Bass Bakar
Distinguished Professor

Leader, Cutaneous Oncology

University of California, San Francisco

Georgia Beasley, MD
Associate Professor, Surgery
Associate Professor, Medicine
Duke University School of Medicine

Emily Bernstein, PhD
Co-leader, Cancer Mechanisms Research
Program

The Tisch Cancer Institute

Professor, Oncological Sciences &
Dermatology

Ichan School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

Allison Betof Warner, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor, Medical Oncology
Director, Melanoma Medical Oncology
Director, Solid Tumor Cellular Therapy

Co-Director, Pigmented Lesion and
Melanoma Program

Stanford Cancer Center

Kim Blenman, PhD

Staff, Departments of Dermatology, Cancer

Biology, Hematology, and Medical Oncology

Director, Pigmented Lesion Clinic

Cleveland Clinic

Marcus Bosenberg, MD, PhD
Past-Chair

Professor of Dermatology, Pathology, and
Immunobiology

Co-Leader, Genetics, Genomics and
Epigenetics

Yale Cancer Center

Genevieve Boland, MD, PhD
Vice Chair of Research, Department of Surgery
Director, Therapeutic Intralesional Program

Massachusetts General Hospital

Linda Bradley, PhD

Professor, Cancer Metabolism and
Microenvironment

Sanford Burnham Prebys

Tim Bullock, PhD
Professor, Pathology

University of Virginia

Diwakar Davar, MD
Associate Professor, Medicine
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center

Tanja de Gruijl, PhD
Professor, Medical Oncology Laboratory

Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam

Stephanie Dougan, PhD
Associate Professor of Immunology, Harvard
Medical School

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

David Fisher, MD, PhD
Chief, Dermatology Service

Director, Melanoma Program, MGH Cancer
Center

Massachusetts General Hospital
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Rizwan Hag, MD, PhD — Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and Kim Blenman, PhD — Yale School of Medicine

Thomas Gajewski, MD, PhD
AbbVie Foundation Professor of Pathology
Professor of Medicine

University of Chicago

Richard Granstein, MD
Chair of Dermatology
Weill Cornell Medical College

Michael D. Green, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor of Radiation Oncology

University of Michigan

Rizwan Haq, MD, PhD
Attending Physician, Medical Oncology,
Harvard Medical School

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

J. William Harbour, MD
The David Bruton, Jr. Chair in
Ophthalmology

Department of Ophthalmology
UT Southwestern Medical Center

Rebecca Hartman, MD, MPH

Chief of Dermatology, VA Boston Healthcare
System

Assistant Professor, Brigham and Women’s
Hospital

Ping Chih-Ho, PhD
Professor, Department of Oncology

University of Lausanne

Thomas Hornyak, MD, PhD
Chief, Dermatology
VA Maryland Health Care System
Associate Professor

University of Maryland School of Medicine

Siwen Hu-Lieskovan, MD, PhD
Director, Solid Tumor Immunotherapy

Huntsman Cancer Institute, University of
Utah

Ben lzar, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor, Hematology/Oncology

Columbia University Herbert Irving
Comprehensive Cancer Center

Florian Karreth, PhD
Principal Investigator, Molecular Oncology

Moffitt Cancer Center

Roger Lo, MD, PhD
Director, Melanoma Clinic in Dermatology
Professor, Medicine

University of California, Los Angeles, David
Geffen School of Medicine

David Lombard, MD, PhD
Professor of Pathology

Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center,
University of Miami Miller School of
Medicine

Michael C. Lowe, MD, MA
Associate Professor, Surgical Oncology

Emory University

Taha Merghoub, MD
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